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*  To  present  a  connected  history  of  Bardhankutee 
Zeminders,  one  of  the  oldest  Raj  families  in  Northern  Bengal 
who  ruled  over  a  considerable  portion  of  Northern  Bengal 
as  independent  chiefs  even  before  the*  12th  Century  A.  D , 
is  practically  impossible  in  the  absence  of  sufficient  historic 
materials  or  any  authentic  records  linking  the  past  in  the 
possession  of  generations  that  followed.  That  the  family 
existed  even  during  the  time  of  Mahammad-i-Bakhtyar,  the 
Khalj's  expedition  to  Bhutan  and  Tibet  in  or  about 
1108  A.  D.  after  he  had  ousted  Laksman  Sen,  the  Sen  King 
of  Bengal,  is  noted  in  the  "Tabakat-i-Nasin," — A  general 
history  of  the  Muhamadan  dynasties  of  Asia  including 
Hindustan  from  810  A.  I).  to  1260  A.  D.,  by  Maulana 
Minhaj-ud-din  Abu-Umar-i-Usman  as  translated  by  Major 
H.  G.  Raverty,  (pp.  560,  Vol.  1),  thus  — 

" — One  of  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes  of  Kunch  and  Mej 
fell  into  the  hands  of  Muhammad-i-Bakhtyar,  the  Khelj,  and 
at  his  hand  also  the  former  adopted  the  Mahomedan  faith. 
He  agreed  to  conduct  Muhammad-i-Bakhtyar  into  those 
hills  and  act  as  guide  ;  and  he  brought  the  latter  to  a  place 
j  where  there  is  a  city  the  name  of  which  is  Burdhan  (Kot). 
They  relate  after  this  manner  that  in  ancient  times  Shah- 
Gushtasib  returned  from  the  country  of  Chin  came  towards 
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Kamrud    and    by    that    route  got    into  Hindustan  and  found 
the  city  Burdhan  (Kot)." 

The  same  fact  finds  a  place  in  different  shape  in 
Stuart's  History  of  Bengal  (pp.  65)  thus,— 

" — Muhammad^Buktyar  had  the  merit  of  converting 
one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  tribe  of  Koonch  to  whom  he  gave 
the  name  of  Agmeikh  to  the  Musaulmin  faith.  This  person 
undertook  to  be  his  guide  and  director  on  their  expedition 
(to  Bhootan  and  Thibet).  He  first  led  the  army  to  a  city 
named  Burdhan  or  Murdehan  under  the  walls  of  which  ran 
a  very  large  river,  called  Bugmutty,  three  times  as  broad  as 
the  Ganges.  This  river  falls  into  the  Indian  sea,  which  is 
called  in  the  Hindy  language  Sumunder — ''. 


Some  historians  say  that  the  city  of  Bardhankot  was 
founded  by  one  Bardhan,  a  hindu  Rajah  of  Poundra-Vardhan 
or  Parashuram-garh  who  left  the  place  during  first  Maha- 
mmadan  invasion  of  Bengal. 

Nothing  more  of  interesting  is  heard  about  Bardhan- 
kot. upto  the  reign  of  Aurangzeb,  the  Mughal  Emperor, 
when  the  Zemindari  under  Rajah  Bhagaban  was  split  into 
two.  viz,  9  annas  and  7  annas,  the  latter  portion  being  lost 
to  the  Zeminders  and  included  in  Dinajpur  Raj  Zemindari 
under    circumstances    noted     in     Mr.    Goodlad's    account    of 


Edrakpur  (Bardhankuti)  incorporated  hereafter.  Opinion 
of  course  differ  as  to  the  division  of  Bardhankuti  but  it  is  a 
fact  that  it  was  divided  as  such  and  it  was  sanctioned  from 
the  Dacca  Subah.  A  portion  of  the  remaining  Zemindari 
was  again  usurped  by  an  outsider  but  it  was  restored  to 
Bardhankuti  Zeminders  by  Emperor  Aurangzeb.  During 
the  latter  part  of  18th  Century  the  Rajahs  of  Dinajpur 
proved  a  very  powerful  foe  to  the  family  and  plagued  them 
incessantly  and  even  put  a  claim  to  the  properties  of  the 
family  as  is  evidenced  by  the  Bengal  Records,  Vol  1 
(1782-93).  It  also  appears  from  the  above  records  that 
when  Mr.  Goodlad  was  the  Collector  of  Rangpur  a  very 
serious  conflict  arose  over  the  post  of  Dewan  to  Rajah  Gour 
Nath  Roy  between  Dewan  Rajkishen  Roy  and  another 
named  Rajballav  and  it  ended  in  the  latter,  Rajballav,  being 
placed  almost  in  the  place  of  Rajah.  The  subjects  of  the  Rajah 
intervened,  Rajballav  was  removed  and  Dewan  Rajkishen 
was  reinstated.  There  is  a  local  poem  describing  graphically 
the  facts  above  and  the  same,  though  in  Bengali,  has  found 
a  place  in  this  sketch. 


The  evil  times  that  befell  the  family  and  led  to  its 
gradual  decline  into  its  present  deplorable  position  is  noted 
in  Mr.  Glazier's  History  of  Rangpur  and  an  extract  therefrom 
has  also  been  incorporated. 


Mr.  Good/ad's  account  of  Edrakpur 
Appendix  A.  (No.  12)  Particulars  of 
the  Zamindary  of  Edrakpur, 
{Burdhankutti ) 

I  have  endeavoured  all  that  lay  in  my  power  to  find 
out  the  particulars  relating  to  Edrakpur,  but  there  are  no 
kind  of  records  to  which  I  can  refer,  and  the  zaminder  either 
does  not  possess  or  will  not  produce  the  history  of  his  house. 
Whatever  information  I  have  procured,  I  obtained  from  him 
with  great  trouble,  and  it  is  so  very  vague  that  I  am  almost 
ashamed  to  send  it. 

The  first  zaminder  there  is  an  account  of  is  Rajah 
Rajendra,  but  in  what  year  he  held  the  zamindary  or  during 
whose  reign,  there  is  no  account  ;  his  successors  were  Rajah 
Baggernit,  Rajah  Narruttum,  Rajah  Kishend  Dulal,  Rajah 
Nunkishcn.  Rajah  Shama  Kishore,  Rajah  Bowanni  Kant, 
Rajah  Goperrammum,  Rajah  Omer  Kant,  Rajah  Gourhurri, 
Rajah  Kishenundera  and  Rajah  Ergondber,  all  these  people 
if  they  ever  exist,  are  no  farther  recorded  than  merely  by 
name.  Rajah  Ergnodber  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Rajah 
BhaUgwan,  who  was  an  idiot  ;  his  dewan  was  also  of  the  same 
name  who  availing  himself  of  his  master's  weakness  went  to 
Dacca,  where  the  Subah  then  resided,  claimed  the  zamindary 
as  his  own  right,  and  by     bribing  the  Subah    turned    out    the 

hi 


^    %  5  &A 

lawful  possessor.  A  long  dispute  ensued  which  at  length 
ended  the  division  of  the  zamindary,  the  lawful  possessor 
having  nine  annas  and  the  usurper  seven,  which  seven  annas 
are  now  part  of  the  zamindary  of  Dinajpur.  It  is  very 
remarkable  that,  in  a  circumstance  where  one  half  of  the 
inheritance  was  done  away,  neither  the  zamindar  nor  his 
officers  are  able  to  tell  me  the  name  of  the  Subah  in  whose 
time  the  event  took  place. 

Itajah  Bhaugwan  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Rajah 
Munhari,  and  in  the  reign  of  Shaw  Suja  a  man  named  Madhu 
Sing  obtained  possession  of  five  of  the  remaining  nine  annas 
of  the  zamindary.  This  oMiged  the  zamindar  to  repair  to 
Delhi  for  justice,  and  firman  was  obtained  from  the  Emperor 
Anmgzebe,  dated  the  11th.  year  of  his  reign,  turning  out 
Madhu  Sing  and  giving  the  zamindary  to  Rajah  Roghunath, 
the  son  of  Rajah  Munhari.  This  is  the  only  documet  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain.  On  perusing  the  copy  of  the  firman 
I  was  surprised  to  find  the  division  of  the  seven  annas  con- 
firmed, which,  I  think  would  hardly  have  been  the  case,  had 
the  fast  been  as  represented  to  me  by  the  zamindar  and 
which  for  want  of  better  information  I  have  been  obliged  to 
insert.  In  the  zeman  of  the  firman  I  find  the  zamindary 
was  much  larger  than  it  is  at  present,  and  that  the  Pargau- 
nah  of  Coondy  which  is  now  in  Rangpur,  the  purgaunah  of 
Sorooppur  which  belongs  to  Rajshahy  and  pargaunah    Pludsy 


which  is  now  in  Dinajpur,  wore  all  subordinate  to  this  zamin- 
dary,  but  the  officers  here  cannot  tell  me  when  they  were 
separated.  Rajah  Roghunath  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Rajah  Ilaminath,  whose  son  Rajah  Hurrinath  succeeded  him, 
.and  in  whose  name  there  is  another  firman  confirming  him 
in  his  zamind&ry  dated  the  seventeenth  year  of  the  reign 
of  Arungzebe.  I  can  obtain  no  farther  particulars  than  that 
the  last  named  zamindar  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Rajah 
Bessinauth,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Rajah  Sheenauth 
father  of  the  present  possessor,  Rajah  Gounrnauth. 

It  is  great  pity  that  no  records  have  been  kept  of 
the  circumstances  relating  to  this  district  ;  it  has  once  been 
a  place  of  great  importance,  and  the  ruins  of  Ghoraghat, 
which  are  all  of  brick  and  stone  and  many  miles  in  length 
are  now  overgrown  with  jungle  and  inhabited  only  by  wild 
beasts. 

Tradition  says  it  was  the  seat  of  Government  till  the 
Emperor  Jahanghir  removed  it  to  Dacca,  and  lam  informed 
that  the  records  of  the  khalsa  of  those  of  the  sudder  canoon- 
goe  will  show  that  the  Sirkar  of  Ghoraghat  from  the  district 
subordinate  to  it  once  paid  a  revenue  of  ninety  lacs 
of  rupees. 

Sd.  R.  Goodlad, 

Collector. 


History  of  Biirdhankuti 

(9  Annas  Ghoraghat) 

-» 
From  Mr.  Glazier's  History  of  Rangpur. 


Edrakpur,    Dinajpur,    and   the   Sicca    Meha/s, 
Sarcar    Ghoraghat. 


Edrakpur  and  Dinajpur,  known  respectivly  as  nine 
annas  and  seven  annas  Ghoraghat,  were  the  remains  of  the 
large  zamindary  of  that  name,  and  the  sicca  Mehals,  five 
jagir  estates  held  at  fixed  rates  thus  denominated,  were 
separated  talooks  of  the  same  zamindary.  which  at  the  time, 
of  which  we  write,  comprised  in  its  two  shares  the  greater 
part  of  Dinajpur  District,  a  portion  of  Rangpur  to  the  south, 
and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  present  districts  of  Maldah  and 
Bogra.  It  had  a  century  before,  in  the  time  of  Aurungzeb, 
included  Sorooppur  and  Coondy  ;  but  the  former  parganah 
had  now  become  a  portion  of  the  Nattore  zamindary,  and 
Coondy  was  a  separate  estate  divided  among  several  shares. 
The  city  of  Ghoraghat,  was  once  the  seat  of  the  Eastern 
Mogal  Government  with  a    circle  of  collection    of  ninety    lacs 
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of  rupees,  but  the  seat  of  Government  was  removed  to  Dacca 
in  the  reign  pi  Jehanghir.  We  have  seen  that  GhoVaghat 
was  the  basis  whence  the  Rangpur  chaklas  were  overrun  at 
the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century.  The  site  of  the  city 
is  in  the  Dinajpur  District,  as  it  lies  on  the  west  bank  of 
Kurutya,  and  I*am  informed  that  extensive  ruins  still  exist, 
imbedded  in  thick  jungle.  Mr.  Goodlad's  account  of  Ghora- 
ghat  given  in  Appendix  A.  (No  12.),  gives  long  list  of  fifteen 
Rajahs  who  are  names  and  nothing  more  ;  and  according 
to  the  story  which  he  cites,  but  doubts,  it  seems  to  me,  with- 
out good  reason,  the  division  into  the  two  shares  of  9  annas 
and  seven  annas  was  brought  about  by  foul  dealing.  One 
of  the  zamindars  Rajah  Bhagawan  being  an  idiot,  his  dewan, 
who  held  the  same  name,  took  advantage  of  this  fact,  and 
by  judicious  management  obtained  a  giant  of  the  zamindary 
from  the  Dacca  Subah,  and  a  long  contest  which  ensued 
resulted  in  the  division  above  noted,  and  usurper  retaining 
the  7  annas  share,  that  of  Dinajpur. 

Dinajpur  was  put  under  several  charge  of  the  Rang- 
pur Collector  during  the  two  years  of  Debi  Singh's  farm — 
178'  -S3,  and  the  Collector  was  directed  to  reside  occasionally 
at  Dinajpur  to  be  a  check  upon]  the  farmer.  Then  Mr. 
fcfedowall  was  Collector  for  one  year  ( 1783-1784)  before  he 
came  to  Rangpur,  and  rafter  his  incumbency  Dinajpur  was 
5" again    under    Rangpur    for    two  years  more  (1784-1786.)     In 


May,  1786,     Mr.    Hatch    was    appointed    Collector,    and   the 
districts  have  ever  since  remained  distinct. 


Edrakpur,  the  9  annas  share,  had  been  under  Rang- 
pur  in  1773  when  Mr.  Purling  was  Collector  :  where  it  was 
subject  to  subsequently  does  not  appear  ,•  -but  in  1781  it  was 
again  brought  into  this  collectorate,  and  remained  so  since, 
with  the  exception  of  the  one  year,  1786-87,  of  the  Ghora- 
ghat  Collectorate.  The  revenue  assessed  on  this  zamindary 
fluctuated  between  Rs.  1,85,612  in  1178  B.  S.,  Rs.  1,30,529 
in  1181  B.  S,  and  Rs.  1,60,196  in  the  time  of  Debi  Singh, 
at  which  last  amount  it  continued.  After  the  inundations 
of  1787,  a  deduction  of  Rs.  15,000  was  allowed  up  to  1196 
B.  S.  (1789-90  A.  D.),  but  this  allowance  was  resumed  the 
first  year  of  the  decennial  settlement.  Edrakpur  has  now 
disappeared  from  the  map.  Its  69  parganahs  were  sold  in 
lots  early  in  the  present  century  for  arears  of  revenue  ;  only 
a  few  small  portions  remain  to  the  descendants  of  the  former 
Rajahs,  not  paying  for  more  than  Rs.2000  (12,000)  to  Govern- 
ment as  Revenue.  The  Dinajpur  Rajah  still  retains  a  con- 
siderable, although  much  reduced,  estate  paying  a  lac  and 
three  quarters  of  revenue. 

The  Sicca  Mehals  merit  no  special  mention.  Then- 
revenues  having  always  remained  fixed.  After  the  decennial 
settlement  the  most  southerly,  Bullehar,  was  transferred 
to  Rajshahi,  and  portions  of  others  go  to  from  the  distrct  of 
Bogra. 
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C3^  <IC*!  CWQ^JT^  3^,  jft^t^tl  3TC, 
3T«?1  faWTOT  ^1  N*3    C^  "^  I 
4^*1  *UWfa,  <CT  "»^  W, 


^n<i  m  m  ^t1%,  fafi>^  c^iw?  9fft, 

ITt^  W  Steffi  ^ft^  I 
*\A  <2i$1  »4*<S  $1*1  *llf^  C^1  ^t^  *l^1 

fam  f  ten  <^<i  ; 
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<5ft9tftS5  ^tftsf  «TM  SttC^I  ?ft^  I 

^  starts  ?mi  ^,  ^=11  *firal 

\5t^Tfa  ?t^  JR,  ^tfa^  «ff?3i  ; 

i?t<J  ^1fS  ?ft<®, 

C*ft?5TN   ^W  $5T,  ^t?^?  ?^f? 

fafa  ?c*i  cwwf^re  ^n^  cw^l  ^Tft^  -^Rr  ■ 
set?  ^t?  a;  ^rtaf?  atfs  *rr?  ^fe  i 

fafa  ST&  IKS?   ^ft  1H*ffta;  3*3, 

■wu  stf^ni  ^r^  ?t%<j  ai  ?r«  i 

Sf^W  ^ffi  «tl  fa  ^fil  ^W  ; 
<mC\$3  4  *R  ^^1  ^fa*l  ^  ^?, 

^mi  5^  foci  ift??,  ^*ra  ^tufa, 


\ 


17 

**f  1TC3?  fa  ^fa^  I 

TC33  ^r.5r  ^i^w  d^'STi  *j<i  <j^i  f&fi>, 

?|£\»  fa<Jt^9  (>*)  STOK*  *tf3  W  ^ftJ, 

W  WT  <JfsH^  C^Tt^  ^  ?*8  ifa  I 
C?R*i   Ctfl^5  CFf^, 

3t^5  fa?T\»  5^5  cfH  fs5C«T^  <f^N®  Wl, 

^t^  *fs*,  ^t?*i  ^tt?,  ^f*IC®  itc*  c^  ? 
3R  «fa  n#  few  fif*i  fan»*fm  i 


18 

*"R1  C§ff5  *I3T3T^  $ti  C^  3T3  , 

*§ft  ^^  ^1,      <Si^U  ^CS  Wll, 

^K^  C*fTO<l  faE^\©3  I 

N5T<n  <®ft  *fC^  Cf*l  *CT  I 

fat*!  C^3  4^3  £f^1  W.^  I 
^tlt^  CWt*f<J  ?T^T  C^?*!  *ffC*f*  CTfaM, 

<^t<T   1^*1   «f^1    ^K§    fa^fa5^    I 

U«)  4<|>  ^v5]^   (*>)  fastf   (**)  <j>f5*j  | 


7 


s\  19 

^pjui  jj^«j  ,21^1  ^tftc^  *nfrH  i 

faW?!  C^T^I  C<fe  ; 

fw*?t  ci^tr  c<fa^,  ^  w  ^c^  fw*i  ^rrfa, 
^aft  "f*rai  3t*j  c^T?n  ^fsrt<F  ^  1%, 
\»fa  rai  5ft  cn*i  <n^  w  5tm  , 

ntws  i\i  sft  ^r«c^  ^ft^rsl  *rec?  ; 
*ncs<i  W  ^f^  ?T^l\5  ^*t  (**)  ^tstfa, 

*1^  ?TH\5  ^T^  31  C^R,   ^ft*}  3131  5lft, 

*U<n  ^  «T^  I 
^T<31  ^r.3f  ^T^,  \©T3ff  ^  ;   CW^^tC^  ^fe*T 

^ft^1  ^*i  <mi  ^Uvs  «nTft*T  I 

§«*ri  (*8)  mi  sr  5tft  «Jie  *rt  sm  ^=ft 

C^f<U^  ^C^T  C?3  W  ^^?, 

^fr.5j  ^  sr  MHJ  *fi'5,  f*fC5  W  ^  | 

(**>)   ^^  (*8)   §*J  | 


/ 


fk 

20                                                      jfc 

^TF5  C$K*5  <8TW5  3^*1  ti  Ff*1  fir 51, 

5tft  ^15  ^3  *m^?  ^ftif,  ^T-9  ^  fW 

^f%9f  <5lT<^  fif*l   1 

^fif-C^  ^T^^l  ft*»j  ITC^^I  ^  ftpfil   I 
3  fare  Qfl  fa*»,  ir.?  *ttfi»<J  WW 

?t*l   fif  ^  ^ft, 

OT^s  ^*J,  ITW^  ^fil  **"*  fat*  tt*a 

cw^rac^  *rrf<^  ^f#  c^3  fts  ?nr<H, 

ftTTC  C^T?T^  fir?  I 
fif^s  C*lT*1  fir^,      fare  ift  fa«[ 

^^1  *H1  <JT*f  qfif,  St^5  $ST3  ftf^l  i 
TK??  ?S«!  C*f^W  ^T3  fa  ^igiH  ?-^, 

4^5t  gtft  ^fasi  <mi^  m<j*i  itfa, 

W*  C^?*l  31f5  W,  ^37  C^3  ^  ^ft5, 

5tf<!  fifC^  5tC5  Ift^?  5#*t  W3  I 

1TC5?  ?C*t  ^  $3  ?t^3«    ?t? 
3W\s  31  ^105  ftfSl  fV  *ftl  ^*H3  I 

^U?^f  ^Kf  C^ft*!,  W?H  ^1§C<5  ^ft<I  I 


'21 

<3t^  *|^1,  JJ^H  it^^tcft, 

*nc^  ?t*T  ^T^  ^sg  c*WM  drifts?  ^fw. 
^t"Hf  ^ft  *ft3,  3Tff%  f^l  ^5 

f  ^3  ^f<i  WTd  ic^  ^  ift^  I 

f ^  sfa  wtti  «w,  ssft^  srf^fr  wi, 


^ 


( 


• 
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